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again, the Republicans are taking care 
of the richest while imposing tax hikes 
on hardworking Americans. 

As this chart shows, the ACA has 
caused dramatic reductions in every 
age group across the entire market-
place in terms of uninsurance, a 50 per-
cent reduction in uninsured in Amer-
ica. 

So what does this mean to the aver-
age American? For my constituent, 
Penny Floor, it could return her to a 
time when she lived with no health in-
surance whatsoever. 

Here is a picture of Penny. She works 
for the San Mateo Community College 
District and is one of the 27 percent of 
Americans under the age of 65 who 
have a preexisting condition. She is 
now at risk, thanks to the GOP’s reck-
less ideological agenda, to lose her 
health insurance. 

This is Penny’s story in her words: 
I tried to buy health insurance in my thir-

ties and in my forties, and both times I was 
turned down and was told I was ineligible. 
Basically, I didn’t lie on the portion of the 
form that asked if I had ever been hospital-
ized for mental illness. I said I was treated 
for depression when I was 17, and for that I 
was denied the ability to purchase health in-
surance. 

For a long period of my adult life, I had no 
health insurance. I worked for a nonprofit 
childcare center and had no coverage. I got 
married in my forties, and both my husband 
and I went to graduate school and were cov-
ered then. But when we received our degrees, 
the coverage ended. My husband was work-
ing as a freelance computer programmer. He 
ended up taking a corporate job that wasn’t 
his dream job so we could be insured. 

He is still there today. He is 62, and I am 
60, and we live in fear he will be laid off. I am 
holding my breath that there will be some 
coverage through Medicaid if that happens, 
or if we make it to retirement. 

When I was younger, I was lucky enough to 
have incredible health. I didn’t go to the doc-
tor or the dentist for 10 years. I was con-
stantly terrified that I would be in a car ac-
cident and would be sued. And I was afraid 
my family would be bankrupt trying to take 
care of me. 

Thank God for Planned Parenthood and ac-
cess to birth control. It is the only medical 
attention I received during that time be-
cause their sliding pay scale was the only 
thing I could afford. 

Now I am 60, though, and I do have health 
issues. I was hospitalized earlier this year for 
blood clots in my legs and lungs. It was scary 
and expensive, but we had good coverage. 

But if the ACA is repealed and Medicaid is 
affected, I don’t know what we will do. We 
are educated, not poor, very productive 
members of society, and we are scared. 

These are the words of a real Amer-
ican, my constituent, Penny Floor. 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 
this year, Texas has the great honor of 
hosting the Super Bowl. In just a cou-
ple of weeks, Houston will host the 
largest event of the year in the United 
States with approximately 100,000 peo-
ple expected to attend and more than 

100 million expected to tune in on tele-
vision. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity calls the Super Bowl the most at-
tractive target for those who want to 
commit harm. Thanks to partnerships 
between local, state, and Federal offi-
cials, K9s will be deployed for bomb de-
tections, officers on the lookout for 
suspicious activity, and air security 
will be ramped up, to name just a few 
of the precautions. 

Law enforcement is doing a great job 
of reminding everyone who plans to at-
tend: if you see something, say some-
thing. Since it is January and it is 
Human Trafficking Awareness Month, I 
want to remind everyone that ‘‘see 
something, say something’’ doesn’t 
just apply to unattended backpacks. 

During a recent meeting on Capitol 
Hill, DHS reminded all of us that 
events such as the Super Bowl bring 
the good, the bad, and the ugly. While 
a majority of the attendees are coming 
to have a good time and with good in-
tentions, the few who do not can dis-
rupt and ruin many lives. 

So I ask those who attend to help us 
in keeping Texas one of the safest and 
best States in the country by reporting 
anything to law enforcement they may 
believe to be suspicious and allow 
trained officers to investigate. This in-
cludes suspected human trafficking. 

According to the Polaris Project, 
warning signs of someone being a vic-
tim of human trafficking include not 
being allowed to leave or come and go 
as they wish; appearing malnourished; 
not being in control of his or her own 
identification documents; not being al-
lowed to speak for themselves; and 
showing signs of physical abuse, tor-
ture, or physical restraint. 

While law enforcement will be 
ramping up efforts to reach out to vic-
tims and give them the resources they 
need to get help, it lies on each and 
every one of us to be aware of our sur-
roundings and help when someone is in 
trouble or something is not right. 

It is important to remember that 
human trafficking doesn’t just happen 
during large sporting events. It hap-
pens every day, often going unseen. 
While events like the Super Bowl help 
bring it to our attention, it is impor-
tant to remember that, when the event 
is over, men and women, boys and girls 
are still being victimized each and 
every day. 

UNICEF has estimated there were 1.5 
million victims of human trafficking in 
the United States alone in 2014, and 
that number soars to 27 million world-
wide. This is a problem that is going to 
continue to need our attention 365 days 
a year. We have got to work together 
to end this form of human slavery. 

OBAMACARE REPEAL AND REPLACE 
Mr. FARENTHOLD: Mr. Speaker, I 

spend most of my time, when Congress 
is not in session, back home in Texas. 
I hear over and over again from con-
stituents: ObamaCare is not working 
for me. Premiums are too expensive 
and deductibles are too high. 

That is just not a problem in Texas. 
ObamaCare is failing nationwide. It is 
now the unaffordable, no-care act. That 
is why I support repealing and replac-
ing it. The House will set up the frame-
work to do just that with the budget 
bill we expect to pass this week. It sets 
up budget reconciliation that will be 
the vessel for beginning to fix this fail-
ing law. 

I am looking forward to a healthcare 
system that allows individual con-
sumers more choice in the plan that 
they pick, a healthcare system that 
will return choice to the American con-
sumer while ensuring that people can’t 
be turned away or lose coverage due to 
age, medical condition, or cir-
cumstances. 

I also look forward to a healthcare 
system that protects Medicare for sen-
ior citizens while ensuring Medicare is 
financially solvent and will be there 
for future generations. 

I also look forward to a healthcare 
system that is free of burdensome bu-
reaucracy and a tax system that ham-
pers the development of new medical 
devices and therapies, discourages sav-
ings, and penalizes employers and the 
American people if they don’t do Uncle 
Sam’s bidding. 

I have heard from restauranteurs in 
my area. In Port Aransas, I ran into a 
guy at the airport. He said: I want to 
expand my restaurant, but it will put 
me over the limit for employees and 
put me under ObamaCare. I just can’t 
afford it. 

So he chose not to expand. He wasn’t 
able to hire more people, give people 
jobs. 

Another restaurateur in Corpus 
Christi said: You know, I am over the 
limit now, but I am only hiring part- 
time people. I can’t afford the cov-
erage, and I can’t afford to raise prices 
because the market just won’t bear 
more expensive meals. 

This means that people who could 
have gotten full benefits under a dif-
ferent plan are having to suffer with no 
benefits and work two part-time jobs 
rather than a full-time job. 

It is time we repeal and replace 
ObamaCare and replace it with a 
healthcare plan that meets people’s 
needs, not Washington, D.C.’s needs. 
You can read more about the House 
plan at Better.GOP. 
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FLOODING AND WATER STORAGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about the water conditions 
facing California as I have for many 
times over the last 6 years. 

Today, obviously, we have recent 
storms that we welcome in California. 
Over the past several days, my district 
has received above-average rainfall and 
snow in the mountains; and we wel-
come that. But also that presents flood 
conditions. 

After over 5 years of record-breaking 
drought conditions, of course, we wel-
come the rain and snow; but there is 
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